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PROSPECTUS. 





The “American Jupiter” proposes a proclamation of 
“liberty throughout all the land, unto all the inhabitants 
thereof.” It demands of the American Government, and 
the American People, the immediate and unconditional 
abolition of American Slavery. 

It makes this demand on behalf ‘of three millions of 
Americans already enslaved, on behalf of twenty millions 
more in process of becoming enslaved, and on behalf of the 
untold millions of their posterity, who must be enslaved 
for ages to come, unless American Slavery be over- 
thrown. 

It urges this demand in the name of humanity chattel- 
ized, republicanism disgraced, religion dishonored, the 
Holy Scriptures perverted, the Saviour blasphemed, the 
laws of nature and of nature’s God trampled under 
foot. 

It denies that the Federal Government, under the 
' Federal Constitution, has either a moral or a political 
right to tolerate slavery, in any of the States belonging to 
the Federal Union, for a single day. 

“The United States SHALL guarantee to EVERY State 
in the Union a republican form of government.” —Consti- 
tution. 

“The foundation of republican government is the right 
of every citizen, in his person and property, and in their 
management.” —Jefferson. . 

It denies that “the reserved rights of the States” in- 
elude any such right as that of holding property in man, 
as no such “right” can exist; and Mr. Madison tells us 
that the Federal Convention would not permit the Con- 
stitution to recognize any such right— Vide Madison 
Papers. 

It affirms that the Constitution unequivocally inhibits 
the States from maintaining slavery. 

“No State shall pass any bill of attainder, or laws im- 
pairing the obligation of contracts.” And “No person 
shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law.”—Conatitution, — | 
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It affirms that the Constitution was formed by “the 
people of the United States,” (all of them,) “to secure the 
blessings of tiserty for (themselves) and (their) posterity,” 
without exception or distinction of race or color. And 

thence, no portion of “the people of the United States” 
can be constitutionally enslaved, and the declared object 
of the Constitution requires the Federal Government to 
“secure the blessings of liberty” teach and all of them. 

If the Constitution is not available for these purposes 
it is of no practical value, it is condemned by its own high 
professions, and the people have no altérnative left them 
but to provide a better government for their protection, 
or become the serfs of the petty oligarchy of one or. two 
hundred thousand slaveholders, who are now suffered to 
control and insult a great nation. 

The “American Justtee” recognizes a “higher law” 
than mere human enactments. It affirms, with all the 
great writers on Common’ Law, that ‘statutes against 
fundamental morality are void;” that “no human laws 
have any validity if contrary to the law of God, and such 
of them a8 are valid derive all their force, mediately, or 
immediately, from this original”:.—ForTsscvur. 

On this ground, as well as from the admitted absence 
of any positive law in this country, establishing slavery ; 
rom the known incompetency of the colonial legislatures 
under British common law, to legalize it; from the ascer- 
tained illegality of the African slave trade, by which the 
colonies were supplied with slaves; and from the unanim- 
ous declaration of the thirteen original States, in the very 
act of establishing their independent governments, that all 
“just governments” are founded on the “ inalienable 
right” of “«ll men” to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of 


hanninece ” wa affirm tha ahealntea illeralitxe of American 
slavery. We deny that it has any more legality in 


Georgia than in Massachusetts; that it is any more legal 
than the African slave-trade, or any other form of piracy 
and crime. 

The object of this paper will be to unfold, explain, 
vindicate, and propagate these sentiments, calling on the 
people to maintain them at the ballot-box, thus providing 
for a federal legislature, a federal judiciary, and a 
federal executive, that shall give them a national expres- 
sion and force. . 











NEW-YORK CITY ABOLITION SOCIETY. 





We have the pleasure of announcing the forma- 
tion, on an improved platform, of a new Society in 
this city and vicinity, for the Abolition of American 
Slavery. | 

A preliminary meeting of a few friends of the 
cause for consultation, was held as early as the 15th 
of March, when, after a full and free discussion, the 
following expression of sentiment was unanimously 
adopted : | kt set 

“ Resolved, That slavery is contrary to the law of God, 
and incapable of being established or sustained by human 
enactments; that American slavery, moreover, is incon- 
sistent with the Declaration of Independence, and contrary 
to the Constitution of the United States; and, therefore, it 
is the duty of the people, through the Federal Government 
or otherwise, immediately to abolish the whole system.” 

Consultation was then had in reference to the 
organization of a new Society, and a Committee was 
appointed to prepare a draft of a Constitution and 
an Address in exposition of its objects, and report the 
same at an adjourned meeting, in one week—which 
was_accordingly done. After hearing the report of 
the Committee, the proposed Constitution and Ad- 


dress were discussed at length, whén’ the papers 











‘were referred to a Committee for revision, to be 


reported at another adjourned meeting in one week, 
March 29th. At this meeting, the Constitution was 
adopted. A Committee was appointed to receive 
signatures and report names of officers for the So- 
ciety, at an adjourned meeting, in one week. At 
this meeting, April 5th, the Committee made their 
report, and the officers were elected. The Address 
was also adopted, and ordered to be published, with 
the Constitution, under direction of a Committee. 
A subscription to the funds of the Society was like- 
wise commenced. 

Great unanimity of sentiment and feeling per- 
vaded these meetings, and strong hopes are enter- 
tained that similar movements, throughout the 
free States, will place the anti-slavery enterprise on 
a firmer basis, and by laying a more rational foun- 
dation for hopeful enterprise, infuse fresh courage 
into the ranks of American abolitionists. We may 
add, that while the movements we have just record- 
ed were made with the utmost deliberation and care, 
they have already inspired with new life and vigor 
the little band that has been engaged in them, and 
kindled an enthusiasm as ardent, we trust, as that 
which marked the commencement of the anti-slave- 


ry enterprise above twenty years ago, and rok \ 


much clearer apprehensions of the precise work 
before us, at the present advanced st f progress, 
The eltorv, vhenw, wae ta convince the people that 
American slavery ovanr to be immediately and un- 
conditionally abolished. The present work of radi- 
cal abolitionists is to persuade the people to resolve 
that, with the divine blessing, it saatz be. More 
than two thirds the allotted period of an entire 
generation has been spent already in the piscusston 
of the slave question. It is time, now, for well- 
directed and efficient Action. Every experiment 
but one has been tried. Let that one now be tried. 
It has been proved that slavery can neither be 
ameliorated nor regulated—circumscribed nor local- 
ized — propitiated nor endured. Let it now be 
abolished. It abides by no compacts and gives no 
quarter. Let no compacts with it be tolerated—no 
quarter given. ; 

But here are the documents of the new Society. 
They will. speak for themselves. - 





CONSTITUTION. 


Art. I, This Society shall be called The Abolition 
Society of New-York City and Vicinity. 

Art. II. Its object shall be to secure the imme- 
diate and unconditional abolition of American 
Slavery. 


Art. III. Its leading sentiments are these: 

(1.) Slaveholding is sinful, illegal, and unconsti- 
tutional. It has no right to be in the Church or in 
the State. It is to be excluded from the former as 
a scandal, and prohibited by the latter as a crime. 
It is not sanctioned by the Bible or the Constitution, 


but is condemned by both =. 
(2.) Tt is the duty of the Federal Government, 
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in all departments, to suppress slaveholding through- | 


out the United States. 
(3.) It is the duty of the several State govern- 


ments to sustain the Federal Government in this 
measure, to protect their citizens, and all who touch 
their soil, from seizures by kidnappers or slave- 
holders, under the Fugitive-Slave Bill, or otherwise, 
to make all attempts at the execution of that uncon- 
stitutional and atrocious Act a penal offense, and to 
extend the right of suffrage and eligibility to office 
to all their citizens, irrespective of race or com- 
plexion. 

(4.) It is the duty of the citizens, at the ballot- 
box, to provide State and national administrations 
that will make these measures paramount objects of 
their activity, to secure a judiciary that will execute 
justice, to vote for such candidates for office and for 
such only, as are tried friends of the enslaved, and 
publicly known to be earnestly engaged in promot- 
ing these measures. 

(5.) It is the duty of Christians to hold no Church 
relations that involve religious fellowship or eccle- 
siastical connection with slaveholders. It is also 
their duty to sustain no Missionary Society having 
complicity with slaveholding, nor any Tract Society, 
or other religious publishing Society that does not 
expose and rebuke the heinous sin of slaveholding, 
in common with other sins. 

Art. IV. The action of the Society will be di- 
rected to the furtherance of its objects, the propaga- 
tion of its principles, the advocacy and promotion of 
its proposed public measures, in all suitable ways ; 
particularly by personal example, and by the publi- 
cation and circulation of cheap tracts, the employ- 
ment of lectur@s, and assisting to sustain a periodi- 
cal, adapted to these purposes. 


Art. V. Any person approving these objects, 


y principles, and measures, and pledged to their sup- 


port, by effomteand example, may become a member 
eof this Society by enrolling his name and eo>+-!t uc 
ing to ite fands. 

Arr. VI. The Officers of this Society shall be a 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, 
who, together with ten others, shall constitute an 
Executive Committee, five of whom shall constitute 
@ quorum for the transaction of business. 


Art. VII. The annual meeting of the Society, for 
election of officers and the transaction of other ap- 
propriate business, shall be held in the month of 
October, under direction of the Executive Com- 
mittee. 


Art. VIII. No amendment shall be made in this 
Constitution without the concurrence of two thirds 
of the members present at a regular annual meeting, 
nor unless the proposed amendment has been sub- 
mitted to a previous meeting, or to the Executive 
Committee in season to be published by them (as it 
shall be their duty to do, if so submitted) at the 
regular official notification of the meeting. 
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ADDRESS 
OF THE ABOLITION SOCIETY OF NEW-YORK CITY AND 
VICINITY, TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES, 





Fe.Low-Cirizens: For the last twenty-one years 
ormore, you hav@ been acquainted with AnTI-SLavERY 
Societies. We have now formed an Axsouition So- 
ciety.. No longer content with the declaration that 
we are against slavery, we announce our determina- 
tion to rally a body of men who, under the guidance 
of Heaven, shall abolish it. 

We have taken this stand, believing that “ what 
ought to be done, can be done ;” that, in this case, 
it must be done, and that, with the help of God, 
and the codperation of true men, it will be done. 

With Washington, we believe, “ there is only one’ 
proper and effectual mode by which it can be ac- 
complished, and that is by legislative authority.” 
And; like him, we have determined that, “so 


far as” [our] “suffrage will go, it shall not be want- 
19% 


ing. 

With the Anti-Slavery Convention at Philadelphia, 
in 18338, when the American Anti-Slavery Society 
was formed, “ we believe that there are, at the present 
time, the highest obligations resting on the people of 
the free States TO REMOVE SLAVERY by moral and 
political action, as prescribed by the Constitution of 
the United States.” And we think we now see 
more clearly than was then seen, the methods pointed 
out by the Constitution for accomplishing this ob- 
ject. 

We know that slavery is doomed. We perceive 
this by the signs of the times. We see it in the 
desperation of slaveholders themselves, goading them 
on to aggressions that must, ere long, react and 
overwhelm them. We know it by knowing the on- 
ward tendencies of the age, the general upheaving 
of the masses of humanity, demanding a recognition 


of human rights. We read it in thé predictions of 
tne Holy Scriptures, in the divine purpose and re- 


vealed plan of human redemption, involving huntan 
elevation and enfranchisement. We witness the 
work already in progress, and have full confidence 
that the same Power that has broken the fetters 
of the oppressed in the East and West-Indies, is able 
to break them, even in republican America. Ourmain 
solicitude is for the speedy and peaceful abolition of 
slavery, in season to prevent civil war, dismember- 
ment, and the overthrow of institutions designed 
and adapted to protect human rights ; institutions to 
be preserved in no possible way but by speedily 
wielding them for the overthrow of slavery. 

Fellow-citizens! The decision of this question, 
under God, devolves mainly on you, particularly on 
those of you who are citizens of the non-slaveholding 
States. With your codperation the peaceful over- 
throw of slavery, and consequent deliverance of your 
country, were an easy task. You, of the free States, 
elect a majority of the House of Representatives, 
the President, more than half of the Senate, and the 
Vice-President, whose casting vote controls that 
body, when paralyzed by an even vote. The entire 
slave question is therefore in your power. The re- 
sponsibility of its longer continuance rests upon you, 
and you will ultimately be held accountable to God, 
to posterity, and to your own consciences, for the 
proper exercise of your constitutional pewers for the 
abolition of slavery. 

You have indeed been taught to believe that 
slavery is legal, that it is constitutional, that the 
slave States, under the Constitution, have a right 





* Letter to Robert Morris, 








| » we | 
' to maintain slavery, and that it would be an usur- 


pation of unconstitutional powers for the Federal 
Government to abolish it in the States. But it is now 
several years since these fallacies have been exposed, 
and the constitutional powers of Congress to abolish 
slavery incontestibly proved. No citizen ought to 
be misinformed on this subject, nor need be. It is 
the duty of every citizen of a republic to understand 
its rights and duties, in order to understand his own, 
and what they require at his hands. It is his duty 
to learn whether or no the Constitution of his 
country tolerates slaveholding, in order that he may 
learn whether or no the government he lives under 
has power to secure the liberties of its citizens ; whe- 
ther it is, in reality, a Republic, reposing upon the 
basis of equal rights, or whether it is only an oligar- 
chy, the instrument of a privileged few, subverting 
the liberties of the many. The slaveholders, as now 
ascertained by the Census of 1850, are less than 
350,000 in number, yet the doctrine that slavehold- 
ing is constitutional, or may be tolerated by the 
government, has given thera the control of more 
than 28,000,000 of human beings! One slave lord 
over about sixty-five vassals, Northern and Southern, 
white and colored! And this control must of ne- 
cessity continue till the delusion of the constitutional- 
ity of slavery, and of the right of the Federal Gov- 
ernment to tolerate it, is effectually broken up. 
There is no other possible alternative but the over- 
throw of the Federal Government itself. This is 
evident from the consideration that the Federal 
Government never has been and never can be neu- 
tral respecting slavery. Its tolerance of slavery is, 
and has been, and must be, a war upon freedom. 
And this war must be continued until its powers are 
wielded for the utter extinction of slavery in all the 
States. So long as slavery exists in the country, it 
will exist as the controlling power of the country. 
Experiment has now fully confirmed the teachings 
vf cound philosophy, of Chnstian ethics, and of poli- 
tical science, on this point. If the national govern- 
ment can not suppress slavery, it can not protect 
liberty. It becomes worse than useless—a despotism 
more ruthless than that against which our fathers 
took up arms. As now administered, it forbids the 
exercisé of Christ’s religion, by imposing fines and 
imprisonment upon those who show mercy to the 
oppressed. Its recognition of the right of property 
in human beings pledges it to this course. If slaves 


rare legally held as property, and if this claim is re- 


cognized by the government and by the people of 
the North, then the Southern demand on the Fede- 
ral Government for the protection of those rights of 
property, will have to be complied with, of course. 
The same principle will fortify the demand now 
making for the protection of those same rights of 
property in all the States—the right of Virginians 
to bring their “property” into the State of New- 
York in security; the right of Missourians to bring 
their “property” into Kansas; the right of slave- 
traders from the coast of Africa to bring their “ pro- 
perty” into Boston, New-York, and Philadelphia, 
and to sell or hold it there. As certainly as moral 
causes will produce their appropriate effects, so cer- 
tainly will the doctrine that the Constitution recog- 
nizes slaves as “ property,” secure these results, if it 
continues to be admitted and acted upon by the 
Government. 


But there is no truthful foundation for the doc- 
trine, All the standard writers on Common Law 
affirm the impossibility of legalizing slavery, even 
by positive municipal law. They declare the right 
to liberty to be inalienable, and that statutes against 
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fundamental morality are void. This doctrine of the 
Common Law is but the expression of the common 
conscience, the dictate of common-sense. It is 
often unwittingly agirmed by those who are wont 
to deny it. It was eloquently and with precision 
affirmed by Mr. Carnovn, in his speech in the 
Senate on the Tariff, where he said: 

“He who earns the money—who digs it out of 
the earth, has a good right to it against the universe. 
No one has a right to touch it but government, and 
it only to the extent of its wants. To take more is 
robbery.” 

The Courts even in the slave States main- 
tain that slavery can exist only by force of posi- 
tive municipal law, against the law of nature, 
or common law! The Supreme Court of the 
United States (in the case of Prigg vs. Pennsylvania, 
16 Peters) declared that “the state of slavery is a 
mere municipal regulation, founded upon, and 
limited to, the verge of the territorial law ;” that 
is, the limits of the State creating it. Yet Southern 
jurists and statesmen have abundantly admitted that, 
in matter of fact, no positive municipal law has ever 
established slavery in this country. American slave- 
ry, therefore, has never been legalized. And having 
been always dlegal, it never could have been made 
constitutional. 

The whole history of colonial slavery attests that 
slavery was never legalized while we were colonies. 
The decision of Lord Mansfield, in the Somerset case, 
in 1772, declaring it illegal in England, was equally 
binding on the colonies, who were under the same 
British Constitution and English Common Law that 
made slavery impossible in England. Had it been 
otherwise, the Declaration of Independence would 
have been sufficient to abolish it. And similar de- 
clarations in constitutions and bills of rights, were 
adopted in all the original States. And on these 
grounds the Courts of Massachusetts declared slavery 
illegal in that State. The Declaration of Independ- 
ence was, for the time, the only Constitution of the 
Guntry, and it remains the basis of all our constitu- 
tions still. On this point we cite the language of 
Hon. John C, Spencer, one of the ablest constitution- 
al lawyers in the country. 

“The first act of our nation, the Declaration of 
Independence, (says Mr. Spencer,) being a solemn 
recognition of the liberty and equality of all men, and 
that the rights to liberty and happiness are inalienable, 
was the corner-stone of our Confederacy, aud is ABOVE 
ALL CONSTITUTIONS AND ALL LAWS.” 

It must be so, unless the Declaration has been 
repealed. 

The declared objects of the Constitution, as stated 
in its preamble, to “ form a more perfect Union ;” to 
“ establish justice ;” to “insure domestic tranquility ; 
to provide for the common defense ; to promote the 
general welfare;” and “secure thé blessings of 
liberty;” are incompatible with the Constitutional 
tolerance of slavery, which is incompatible with all 
these objects. 

The Constitution forbids slaveholding by provid- 
ing that “no person shall be deprived of liberty 
without due process of law,” which means indict- 
ment for some offense, trial by jury, and judg- 
ment of Court.* No slave in America has ever 
been deprived of liberty by this process.+ 

The Constitution forbids slavery, and provides for 





* Vide Lord Coke, Judge Story, and Justice Bronson. 

+ This provision ia an amendment which. \'‘ke the codicil 
to a will, over-rides and annuls whatever in the original 
instrument might conflict with it. So that if any clause or 
clauses of the original Constitution had sanctioned slavery, 
this amendment would have repeaicd it. 





the liberation of every slave, by declaring that “ the 
writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended” in 
time of peace. “This writ,” says Christian, the 
annotator of Blackstone, “ makes slavery impossible 
in England.” It makes legal slavery equally impos- 
sible here. 

“The object of the writ” (says Blackstone) “is to 
bring the body of the person who has been restrained 
of liberty” into Court, “ who shall determine whether 
the cause of his commitment be just, and thereupon 
to do, as JUSTICE shall appertain.” (16 Charles I. 
c. 10. Blackstone’s Com., B.I. 135.) “It is to be 
directed to the person detaining another, and com- 
manding him to produce the body of the prisoner, 
with the day and cause of his capture and deten- 
tion,” ete., “to do, submit to, and receive whatsoever 
the judge or court awarding the writ shall consider 
in that behalf.” (Blackstone B. I. 131.) 

This writ, according to Blackstone, was designed 
to carry out, more perfectly, the provision of Magna 
Charta, that no man should deprived of liberty 
“ unless it be by legal indictment, or the process of 
common law ;” which includes trial by jury. 

The Constitution forbids slaveholding by declaring 
that “ the right of the people to be secure in their 
persons,” etc., “shall not be violated.” 

The Constitution prohibits the establishment of 
slavery in the States by providing that “Mo State 
shall pass any bills of attainder or laws impairing 
the obligations of contracts;” nor “establish any 
order. of nobility.” 

Slavery is an “ attainder” because it “ attaints the 
blood,” and imposes disabilitées on the child, on ac- 
count of the condition of the parent. It establishes 
“an order of nobility” by that same process, and by 
conferring hereditary or transferable powers of sub- 
jugation and control upon one class or order of men 
over another class, their hereditary inferiors and 
subjects. It not merely impairs but annihilates 
the power of making contracts. 

The Constitution gives Congress power to abolish 
slavery in a number of its express provisions, as well 
as by the implied obligation to enforce the preced- 
ing ones. It says: 

“ Congress has power to provide for the common 
defense and general welfare of the United States.” 
But this can not be done without abolishing slavery. 

It says: “ Congress shall have power to establish 
a uniform rule of naturalization.” To “naturalize” a 
man is to change his condition from that of an alien 
to that of a free citizen. Under this clause Con- 
gress may determine whether or no the slaves are 
already free citizens. If they are, it can declare 
them to be so. If they are not, it can naturalize 
them, and make them such. 

It says: “The United States shall guarantee to 
every State in this Union a republican form of gov- 
ernment.” This makes it the duty of Congress to 
see to it that every State has republican . stitutions. 
But what és a republic? 

“The true foundation of republican government 
is the equal rights of every citizen in his person and 
property, and in their management.” (Jefferson.) 

And Mr. Jefferson frequently calls the slaves 
citizens.* 

“Tt is essential to a republican government that 





~ %& “ With what execration should the statesman be loaded, 
who, permitting one half of the citizens thus to trample on 
the rights of the other, transforms those into despots, and 
these into enemies, destroys the morals of the one part, and 
the amor patrie of the other! For if a slave can have a 
country in this world, it must be any other than that in 
which he is born to live and labor for another,” etc. —Notes 


on Virginia. 











it be derived from the great body of society, not 
from an inconsiderable proportion, OR a favored 
class of it.” (Madison, in Now39 of the Federalist.) 

This was written for the special object of persuad- 
ing the people to adopt the Constitution, by con- 
vincing them that it provided a republican govern- 
ment. 

Congress is clothed with full powers to carry out 
the provisions of the Constitution, which declares 
itself to be “ the supreme law of the land.” 

In the Virginia Convention that ratified the Con- 
stitution, Patrick Henry (a member of the Federal 
Convention) said that Congress, by the Constitution, 
had “ power to pronounce all slaves free.” ‘‘ There 
is,” said he, “no ambiguous implication or logical 
deduction. Zhe paper speaks to the point. They 
have the power in clear and unequivocal terms, and 
will clearly and certainly exercise it.’ 

In the same Convention, Gov. Randolph said: 
“ They insist that the abolition of slavery will result 
from this Constitution. I hope there is no one here 
who will advance an objection so dishonorable to 
Virginia. I hope that at the moment they are se- 
curing the rights of their citizens, an objection will 
not be started that those unfortunate men now held 
in bondage BY THE OPERATION OF THE GENERAL 
GovERNMENT, may be made FREE.” 

With this “understanding” the Constitution was 
ratified by Virginia. 

Gov. Wilson, another member of the Federal 


Convention, from Pennsylvania, assured the people ~ 


of that State that the Constitutior “laid a founda- 
tion for banishing slavery out of this country.” 

The clauses commonly quoted in favor of the 
claims of+the slaveholders, do not warrant those 
claims, And if they did, they could not nullify or 
abrogate the preceding ones. 

The clause concerning “ persons held to service 
and labor in one State, wnder the laws thereof, and 
escaping to another’—and providing that they 
“shall be delivered up to the person to whom such 
service or labor may be due ;” can not apply to slaves. 
It does not describe their condition. Being held as 
“chattels personal,” they are not recognized as 
“persons.” “Slaves can make no contract ;” and, 
therefore, nothing can be “ due” from them. There 
are no laws holding them to “service or labor” in 
any of the slave States, nor any laws that establish 
or legalize slavery. The use of the word “ service’ 
instead of “servitude,” proves that this clause can 
not apply to “slaves,” but only to “free persons ;” for 
this distinction, by the testimony of Mr. Madison, 
had been made by the Convention itself, in respect 
to the meaning of these two words. 

“Art. I, Sec. 2. On motion of Mr. Randolph the 
word ‘servitude’ was struck out, and the word 
‘service’ unanimously inserted; the former being 
thought to express the condition of slaves, and the 
latter the obligations of free persons.” (Madison 
Papers, Vol. III., page 1569.)< 

So that this clause can not apply to slaves, but 
only to apprentices, free laborers, and contractors 
who had agreed, for a consideration received, to per- 
form “ service or labor.” ag 

The phrase “free persons,” in the clause concern- 
ing the appdrtionme.s’ ~f representatives and direct 
taxes, may be construed as having been used in con- 
tradistinction from aliens, not slaves. High author- 
ities for this cbnstruction are cited by Mr. Spooner. 
The clause concerning the migration or importation 
of certain persons previous to 1808, and commonly 
applied to the African slave-trade, is also susceptible 
of a different interpretation, as has often been shown. 
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But if this was a “ compromise” with slavery, it has 
long since, by its own limitation, expired. 

Making the most of these clauses, they do not 
take away the power of the Federal Government To 
ABOLISH SLAVERY under the clauses before cited. 
The common construction of these clauses for the 
benefit of slaveholders, while slavery continued, (and 
admitting that it was not to be disturbed until 1808,) 
does nothing towards taking away from Congress 
the rights, powers, and duties explicitly recognized, 
conferred, or imposed upon them by the Constitu- 
tion. 

Be it so—for the argument’s sake—that all these 
supposed regulations, during the existence of slavery, 
aud for benefit of the slaveholders, were conceded, 
for the time being, by way of “compromise.” The 
“ compromise” —if there ever was any—expired in 
1808. Since which there has been no restriction, 
expressed or implied, upon the exercise of the powers 
expressly given, and which can not be exercised 
without abolishing slavery. If the slaveholders claim 
the respite of twenty years, they have had it. 
If they claim the unequal apportionment of repre- 
sentatives, they have had it. If they claim the re- 
turn of fugitives, they have had it. Now let slavery 
be abolished by the constitutional powers of Con- 
gress, a3 anticipated by Virginia when the Constitu- 
tion was ratified. — 

One grand source of deception on this subject is 
the false assumptien that Southern statesmen, when 


> the Constitution was formed, were in favor of slave- 


ry as Southern statesmen now are, and that they 
desired and expected its continuance. The very 
opposite of this is the well-known historical fact. 

There is, therefore, no obstacle arising out of the 
Constitution, or its supposed defects, which should 
deter American citizens from wielding the national 
government for the overthrow of slavery. 

There are no “ compacts,” “ understandings,” or 
“compromises,” that should induce you, on any 
notions of honor, to abstain from the exercise of your 
high powers over slavery. By their own repudia- 
tion of all compromises, as well as by their uniform 
elevation of the interests of slavery above all consti- 
tutions and all laws, the slaveholders have forfeited 
all claims, if ever they had any, to considerations of 
this character. For sixty-six years they have con- 
trolled the Federal Government, wielding it for the 
support of slavery, and against liberty. It is high 
time that the tables were turned. If the Federal 
Government has the power over slavery that it has 
habitually exercised for its benefit, it has sufficient 
power over it to abolish it for ever. The truth of 
the case is, that like all other civil govern- 
ments, the American Government has power to 
protect all the rights of all its citizens ; but has no 
right to infringe them, or to permit their infringe- 
ment. 

“The rightful power of all legislation” (says Jef- 
ferson) “is to declarg and enforce only our natural 
rights and duties, and take none of them from us. Vo 
man has a natural right to commit aggression on 
the equal rights of another, and this is ALL from 
which the law ought to restrain him. Every man 
is under a natural duty of contributing to the ne- 
cessities of society, and this is all the law should 
enforce on him. When the laws have declared and 
enforced all this, they have fulfilled their fanctions. 
The idea is quite unfounded, that on gntering socie- 
ty we give up any natural right.” 

According to this view of Mr. Jefferson, the high- 
est duty of civil government, is to protect men’s 
natural rights—of which the most aggravated vio- 
lation is enslavement. This agrees with the di- 
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vinely-inspired commission of civil government in the law would, as it were, execute itself, and go 


the Scriptures—to be “a terror, not to good works, 
but to the evil”—to “execute judgment between a 
man and his neighbor’—to “ deliver the spoiled out 
of the hand of the oppressor.” 

For ourselves, we repudiate, utterly, the theories 
that deny to the government of the United States 
the power of protecting the people of the United 
States—all of them, from the greatest of all op- 
pressions—chattel enslavement. If the govern- 
ment can not protect us from this, it can protect us 
from nothing, and is nothing worth. If it can not 
protect every one of the people, then it can protect 
none of them, and can claim the reverence and alle- 
giance of none; for its Constitution makes no dis- 
tinction of race, condition, or color. We demand 
of the American government the protection of the 
American people. We call on the American people 
to rally for the inauguration of such an administra- 
tion of government. 

We repudiate those theories of “State rights,” 
that sanctify State wrongs—that relieve the slave 
States of the restrictions expressly imposed upon 
them by the Constitution itself—that clothe them 
with power to invade the “State rights” of the 
non-slaveholding States, and that enable them to 
wield the Federal Government in subserviency to 
these ends. No hue and cry against “ Consolida- 
tion” shall silence our demand for.a national gov- 
ernment to secure liberty by the overthrow of des- 
potism, nor cause us to forget that—so far as the 
slave question is concerned, the slave power has 
long wielded a “consolidated government” against 
the most cherished rights of virtuous freemen, as 
well as against the rights of the free States. 

Our sympathies with “our brethren of the South” 
—our solemn obligations to seek their best good, 
and to respect their just rights, so far from restrain- 
ing us from an effort to abolish slavery by Northern 
votes, furnish additional motives for doing so. The 
great majority of “our brethren of the South” are 
non-slaveholders, under the crushing weight of a 
system which they know not how to throw off; and 
we infringe no rights of the slaveholders, we seek 
their best good, in seeking to terminate their lawless 
aggressions, At the South, there are, by the last 
Census, less than 350,000°’slaveholders, among a 
population (including about 3,000,000 slaves) of 
more than 9,000,000—a proportion of about one in 
25. Counting the families of slaveholfers on 
an estimate of 5 in a family, the number is but 
about 1,700,000 in a population of about 9,000,000, 
a proportion of one member of a slaveholding fam- 
ily to about 44 of non-slaveholders. If we leave 
out the slaves and free people of color, we find the 
white population of the South to be about 4,480,000 
of whom the slaveholders and their families may be 
estimated at 1,700,000, leaving about 2,780,000 
non-slaveholding whites, and their families, a pro- 
portion of about 17 slaveholders and members of 
slaveholding families, ‘to nearly 28 of non-slave- 
holding whites. “Our brethren of the South,” 
therefore, have a right to expect deliverance at our 
hands. Comparatively few of the non-slaveholding 
whites can vote, and the guarantee of “a republican 
form of government” should, on their account, be 
made effectual. 

From these statistics it will likewise be seen that 
there could be no danger of a civil war as the result 
of the constitutional exercise of the powers of Con- 
gress, for the abolition of slavery. - There is not a 
State, County, or City in the slave States, from 
which any effective force could be sent to contend 
with the Federal Government on such an issue. 








into peaceful operation at once. Such an act of 
Congress would be hailed by the majority of “our 
brethren of the South,” as a deliverance long de- 
sired. And what could the petty oligarchy of less 
than 350,000 slaveholders do to prevent it? In ad- 
dition to the large majority against them at the 
South, there is the entire force of the North. The 
population of the country, by the last Census, was 
about 28,000,000. Allowing 5 persons to a family, 
and one able-bodied adult to a family, there is an 
effective force of about 4,600,000, of whom less 
than 350,000 are slaveholders, leaving about 
4,250,000 non-slaveholders, a proportion of about 
twelve to one.* 

We demand the abolition of slavery for the South 
as well as for the North—for the abused wives and 
families of the masters as well as for the degraded 
slaves, to both of whom are denied the sanctities of 
the family relation. Said a sister of James Madison 
to the late Rev. Geo. Bourne: “We Southern 
ladies are dignified with the title of wives. We are 
only mistresses of seraglios.” Sisters and mothers 
are doomed to witness the general demoralization of 
their brothers and sons. Daughters receive as their 
dowry or their inheritance a chattelized and em- 
bruted group of half-brothers, half-sisters, nephews, 
neices, and cousins! Is it too much to believe 
that one third or one ‘fourth of the 1,700,000, 
more or less, whom we have set down as mem- 
bers of slaveholders’ families, would rejoice at an 
Act of Abolition by Congress? Shall we form a 
lower estimate of female virtue and sensibility at the 
South ? 

We demand the present suppression of slavery, 
because its further postponement would be a con- 
tinued rebellion against God, and because if not 
speedily abolished it will complete the subjugation of 
the whole country. We urge the abolition of slave- 
ry because we would “remember them that are in 
bonds as bound with them’”—because we would dg 
to others what we would have others do to us— 
because we would honor civil government by using 
it for its original ends, the protection of human 
rights and the suppression of crime—because we 
would preserve our own liberties, and the liberties 
of our country and our posterity — because we 
would preserve the Union, and secure the objects 
for which the Union was formed—because we would 
prevent the American experiment of republican lib- 
erty from proving a failure, in the sight of foreign 
despots, and to the dismay of the oppressed of all 
nations. : 

We would have the American people and the 
American government abolish American Slavery, 
because, by the common sentiment of all Christen- 
dom and of all civilized nations, it properly devolves 
on them to do so, and nothing short of it can ever 
wipe out the blot that now tarnishes the American 
name. 

We would abolish slavery by the national gov- 





* In our care to avoid underrating the proportional nu- 
merical force of the slaveholders, we have probably over- 
rated it. Some of the slaveholders put down in the Census 
are women. Others of them are minors. In some cases the 
adult sons and daughters of slaveholders residing with 
their parents must have been put down, severally, as slave- 
holders in their own right, (each oné owning personally one 
or more slaves.) So that our allowance of five persons as 
belonging to each slaveholder’s family makes more of them 
than there really are. ‘ Then for convenience we have given 
as the round numbers, 350,000. The census is but 347,525, 
and it is statéd that “ when the party owns slaves in different 
counties or in different States, he is entered more than once.” 
How much to deduct for these, we can not tell. 
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ernment, because its tolerance by the nation is a 
national sin, demanding national repentance and 
fruits meet for repentance—because the nationat ex- 
igencies require it—because the national vote is 
alone competent to achieve the deliverance—be- 
cause this vote is in the hands of the free North, at 
the ballot-box, the peaceful weapon of freemen. 

We demand this national act in the name of our 
revolutionary fathers, who declared “the right to 
liberty to be inalienable,” and that “to secure these 
rights, governments are instituted among men ”— 
“ appealing to Heaven for the rectitude of their in- 
tentions” to establish such a government for Ameri- 
ca. We call on the people of America to redeem 
this solemn pledge of their sires, 

Our demand upon you, our countrymen, and:pon 
the government of our country, is for the protection 
of all our countrymen in the exercise and enjoyment 
of their most sacred rights—their right to ther 
selves—to their intellects, to their consciences, to their 
affections, their volitions, their muscles, their products, 
their earnings, their powers of locomotion, their 
right to the sanctities of the family relation, their 
rights of conscience, their right to search the Scrip- 
tures—their right to think, to inquire, to investigate 
and to utter—their right to educate their children, 
to obey the dictates of their own reason; to choose 
their own avocations and places of residence; to 
worship God freely. For them and for ourselves, in 
our relation to them and to all men, we demand of 
you all, fellow citizens, and of our national gov- 
ment, the protection of our right, and of their right, 
to preach and to hear the Gospel according to our 
own understanding of it ; the right to sojourn safely 
in every part of our common country, for these and 
all laudable purposes; the right to circulate among 
all our fellow-citizens the Holy Scriptures, the com- 
mon literature of the Christian and civilized world. 
Do we claim too mueh, fellow-citizens, when we claim 
all this for our fellow-citizens, for ourselves, and for 
you ; and when, in doing it, we do but claim, in 
the land of our birth, the land of Bibles, and of 
Sabbaths, on the soil of this New World, the pro- 
tection of our Common CurisTIANIty against the 
despotism that would crush and suppress it? Can 
we demand less of you ? 

Our demand is, for the abolition of slavery—-not 
for a dissolution of the Union, a measure more diffi- 
cult of achievement; a measure not needed when 
slavery shall have been abolished; a measure nei- 
ther desirable in itself, nor furnishing any adequate 
substitute for the abolition of slavery. The demands 
of God, of nature, of humanity, of civil society, 

of civil government, ef the Holy Seriptures, of 
the civilized world, and of the Slave, upon the peo- 
ple of America, are for the abolition of American 
slavery, the “deliverance of the oppressed out of 
the hands of the oppressor ;” not for a dissolution of 
the Union, leaving the slave in his chains ! 

We object to a Northern secession from the Union 
at the present time, without the abolition of slavery, 
that it would involve a selfish and cowardly deser- 
tion of the slave, whose chains the North has assist- 
ed to forge. We believe the North as well as the 
South will prefer the abolition of slavery to a disso- 
lution of the Union. The Constitution as it stands, 
is amply sufficient for the former, but makes no pro- 
vision for the latter. 

We call for the abolition of slavery, not for the 
pruning away of its insightly branches, nor for its 
confinement to its present boundaries, with the un- 
derstanding that it shall remain there undisturbed, 
We will consent to no modified form of the monster, 
We will resign to it no portion of our nation. We 





demand liberty for our country—our whole country 
—our undivided country. 

Experiment has now fully tested the inutility, 
nay, the mischiefs of all compromises with slavery 
or slaveholders. The repeal of the Missouri Com- 
promise, when they had got what they wanted of 
it, and coveted what they had relinquished by it, 
will for ever attest the impossibility of binding them 
by any compromises, or limiting them by any re- 
strictions. American slavery must be abolished, or 
America must be enslaved. 

The whole history of the great struggle between 
slavery and liberty asures us that the measure we ad- 
vocate, is the only adequate and practicable one. 
Every thing else has been tried and has failed. The 
attempt in England and in this country, to abolish 
the African Slave-Trade, while permitting the exist- 
ence of slavery itself, proved a failure. That traflic 
was nominally abolished in 1808; but a Parliament- 
ary investigation in 184@,established the fact that, in- 
stead of having been suppressed, or even checked, it 
had been more than doubled. From statements made, 
at various times by Southern members of Congress, 
as well as by a message of President Van Buren, it 
appears that a brisk smuggling trade in slaves has 
been steadily carried on in our own slave States. 
All attempts to ameliorate the condition of the slaves 
in the British West-Indies, before the abolition of 
slavery, proved failures. Recent attempts in this 
country to prevent the extension of slavery, while per- 
mitting its existence, have proved failures. The idea 
that slavery can be localized and limited, in an exten- 
sive and new country like ours, must be delusive. The 
theory that slavery coudd be killed by being confined 
to its original limits, (if that measure were practi- 
cable,) is exploded by the fact that it has lived and 
flourished in the West-India Islands, without any 
symptoms of decay, when there was no new territory 
for its extension. 
page of history, where slavery was “killed” or 
where it “died out,” by being “limited,” or “ locali- 
zed.” The sin of slaveholding, like every other sin, 
thrives by exercise, and increases and gathers 
strength by tolerance. It pleads only for continued 
existence. Grant it this, and it accomplishes its 
ends. a 

If there was ever a period when the expectation 


‘of a speedy termination of slavery might have been 


rationally indulged, ‘hat era was at the organiza- 
tion of our present Federal Government, when all 
men condemned it, and no voice in the national 
counsels was raised in its favor. The fact of its 
continued existence was the fact of its continued 
growth, till it now controls twenty-four millions. 
All were “non-extensionists” in 1789, and verily, 
if deliverance hati been by “non-extension,” we 
should have had it. Nothing was wanting but the 
fact of suppressing slavery, at the moment then 
present. That omission was the germ of all we 
now witness. The result to a practised, seeing eye, 
was as certain then as it,is now. With or without 
Mr. Whitney’s cotton-gin, the neglect to suppress 
known crime, was sufficient to poison a continent, 
as it has done. 

While the abolitionists of the last century, by. 
circulating the writings of Hopkins and Edwards, 
waged direct war with the sin of slaveholding, they 
produced marked effects, in the abolition of slavery 
in a number of the States. When they consented 
to postponement and compromise, they lost their 
hold upon the public conscience, and became weak 
as other men. 

While the present generation of abolitionists 
waged war with the slavery of the South, demand- 





We know of no instance, on the- 





ing ils immediate and unconditional abolition; es- 
pecially when they began to proclaim, as we now do, 
the criminality and illegality of slavery, and the 
power and duty gf Congress to suppress it, “they 
alarmed and terrified the whole South. But when, 
for the sake of enrolling great names, and great 
numbers, they consented to lower down their de- 
mands to the “non-extension” and “localizing ” of 
slavery, that moment their weapons dropped from 
their hands. The slaveholders detected at once 
their changed policy, their defensive instead of ag- 
gressive position; and having nothing now to do, in 
a way of defense, were emboldened to take the ag- 
gressive position themselves. From that moment 
they have pushed forward, sure of success, gaining 
fresh victories at every step, and preparing for fresh 
attacks. About one year ago, they astonished the 
world, by threatening to cross their own established 
line of 36° 30’ and plant the black and bloody flag 
of slavery on. the North side of it. Citizens of the 
North! You doubted whether they could do it, but 
they have done it. They now demand Cuba, Cen- 
tral America, the African Slave-Trade; the Federal 
protection of slavery at the North! What shall 
hinder them? What shall intimidate them? Not 
your feeble and dubious Anti-Nebraska demonstra- 
tions at the polls, less formidable than the opposition 
to the annexation of Texas, a few years ago! Not 
your still feebler essays at Kansas and Nebraska emi- 
gration, where the slaveholders are already in advance 
of you! Not the renewed rally for “ non-extension” 
at which the world Jaughs. Vot the still more idle, 
more foolish, and wicked demand for a restored 
Missouri “‘Compromise ;” an agreement that slave- 
ry and heathenism shall be protected by the Fede- 
ral Government, in all the regions south of 36° 30’ 
on condition that all the liberty and religion that 
can consent to this and uphold it, shall be equally 
protected in the regions north of that line! An 
agreement which, it is now understood, is to be ful- 
filled only in respect to the protection of Southern 
slavery, and repudiated in its pretended protection 
of Northern freedom! Not any or all of these 
measures, nor any that can accompany a recognition 
of the “Compromise of the Constitution,” which 
the instrument does not contain, but which your 
love of liberty and self-respect should enable you to 
trample under your feet; if it did. 

If there are any human beings whom the slave 
power is Heaven-commissioned to control and to 
crush, it must be the professed freemen who consent 
to acknowledge its claims ! 

What then can you do, but to rise up as one man, 
and deliver yourselves and your country, by the 
abolition of slavery? It was'the prediction of Goy. 
McDuffie, of South-Carolina, in 1836, that the 
masses of the laboring population of the North, 
“bleached or unbleached,” would have to come under 
the yoke of slavery within twenty-five years. Do 
you intend that the prediction shall be fulfilled? If 
not, you must bestir yourselves. There is no time 
to lose. ‘The Constitution makes no distinction of 
race or color. The Fugitive-Slave Bill makes none, 
White slaves are already held at the South, hunted 
at the North, and remanded back to their masters. 
No statutes, even at the South, define who may be 
slaves. If the Constitution permits the enslavement 
of one man, it permits the enslavement of another; 
the enslavement of any man, whom enslavers may 
seize. So far as the protection of the Constitution 
and the laws of your country are concerned, not 
one of you has any more security, at this moment, 
than had Jerry or Burns. 


Friends of liberty! Abolitionists! Free-Soilers, 
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Free-Democrats! One and all! We invite you to 
rally with us, on the same high and strong platform. 
Weask you to organize similar societies, in the several 
cities, towns, villages, and neighborhoods where you 


move it from the States also, by means of the same 


power, whenever the States shall themselves refuse 
to remove it. 
we must depend, under God, upon ourselves. Of 
all the political parties, there is but one to give us 


For the success of this undertaking, | 


cal political abolitionists” at Syracuse, the last week 
in June. : 

The former of these, it will be perceived, is a 
| permanent organization, and a local one, inviting 
the organization of similar local Societies all over 


reside. Do not depend on any great national par- 
ties, great national societies, or central committees to 
do up your own proper work for you. The country 
everywhere must be revolutionized. The work 
must be done up in detail. Acquire information 


the country; leaving the question of a National 
Society, or of a Central National Committee, on 
that platform, a question for future consideration. 
The latter is a call for a General “Convention at 
Syracuse, in June, to take measures for the propa- 


countenance—and that one is, in point of numbers, 
quite insignificant. | 

The Whig and Democratic and Know-Nothing 
parties are each made up of slaveholders, as well 
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and diffuse it all around you. Pledge yourselves for 
the abolition of slavery—and for nothing short of 
it, by your votes at the ballot-box. Besiege your 
neighbors, with facts and arguments, till they pledge 
themselves with you. Circulate suitable books, pa- 
pers, and tracts. Employ lecturers. Hold conven- 
tions, and school-district meetings. “ Agitate! Agi- 
tate! Agitate!” Work on, till the work is 
accomplished. Confide in no half-way measures, 
Support no half-way men. 

We intend to pursue the course we recommend to 
you. Availing ourselves of our convenient locality, 
we intend to prepare, publish, and circulate, a series 
of Tracts on the subject. Be pleased to examine 
them. And if they meet your approval, please send 
for supplies of them to circulate among your neigh- 
bors. 

In girding ourselves anew for this warfare, and in 
calling upon all the friends of liberty for their co- 
operation and aid, we do not look for success to any 
mere earthly power. Our hope, and our trust are in 
God, who, while he works by means, uses human in- 
strumentalities, and requires human efforts, accom- 
plishes his purposes by his own almighty arm, and 
confounds the counsels of those who conspire against 
him. “For the oppression of the poor, for the 





sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the 
Lord, now will I arise and set him in safety from 
him that puffeth at him.” 


- 
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Call for a General Rally / 


NATIONAL CONVENTION AT SYRACUSE, 
THE LAST WEEK IN JUNE. 


Come to THE Rescur! 





We can not too earnestly urge the attention of our 
readers, in “all parts of the country,” to the invita- 
tion that follows. It is signed by only a few names, 
and all of them in the State of New-York. But it 
is addressed to “ the Radical political Abolitionists, 
of all parts of the country.” It is intended for a 
GENERAL RALLY. It is important that it should be 
a large and a spirited one. The time is propitious. 
The old parties are crumbling, and new combina- 
tions are forming. The moderate measures and 
temporizing expedients of the last six or seven years 
have signally failed. This is generally understood 
and acknowledged. “Radicalism” must seize the 
helm again, or the nation is wrecked. We trust 
this call will be responded to, by thousands upon 
thousands of warm hearts, and that there will be a 








large gathering of strong and true men. 


_=-—<Oore 


TO THE RADICAL POLITICAL |- 
ABOLITIONISTS. 





We are few—but we are not, therefore, to cease 
from our work. Work for a good cause, be that 
cause popular or unpopular, must be work to the 
end. | 

Our undertaking, as radical political abolitionists, 
is to remove slavery from the national territories by 





means of our national political power, and to re- 


as non-slaveholders; and hence, the condition of 
their continued existence is, that they shall not at- 
tack slavery. Members there are, of each of these 
parties, who are opposed to slavery. But for any 
one of these parties to assail slavery would be to 
dissolve itself. The Free-Soil or Independent Demo- 
cratic party is, we cheerfully admit, an anti-slavery 
party.” Nevertheless, it denies the right of the Fed- 
eral Government to touch slavery in the States; and, 
sad to say, it admits the constitutional authority of 
every slaveholder to claim every State Government 
for his slave-catcher. The American Anti-Slavery 
Society, or Garrison Party, like ourselves, labors, 
within the limits of moral suasion, to abolish slavery ; 
but, unlike ourselves, it employs no political power 
to this end. What is still worse, it seeks to sepa- 
rate the free States from the slave States, and to 
leave the slave States, so far as concerns the politi- 
cal power of the free States, at perfect liberty to 
continue their oppression and torture of the black 
man. The Liberty Party is the only political party 
in the land, that insists on the right and duty to 
wield the political power of the nation for the over- 
throw of every part and parcel of American Slave- 
ry. That little party not only claims that there is 
no law for slavery, and can be no law for that most 
sweeping of all piracies, but that the Federal Con- 
stitution demands the abolition of all American 
Slavery, State or national. 

Circumstanced as we are, brethren, is it not our 
duty to come together, for the purpose of enlighten- 
ing each other’s minds, and cheering each other’s 
hearts, and strengthening each other’s hands? 
We believe that it is, and hence we take the liberty 
to propose that a Convention of radical political 
Abolitionists of all parts of the ‘country be held 
in Syracuse, N. Y., on Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, the 26th, 27th, and 28th days of next 
June. 

We think it especially important, that the Con- 
vention be attended by all, who are accustomed to 
lecture in behalf of our principles, and by all who 
are disposed to embark in such lecturing. The oc- 
casion will be a very favorable one for rendering 
themselves more able and more useful in this depart- 
ment of labor. Nearly twenty years ago, a Conven- 
tion of Anti-Slavery Lecturers was held in the City 
of New-York, with very good effect. 


It is to be hoped that measures will be adopted | 
at the proposed meeting for obtaining means to sus- | 
tain lecturers, and to extend the circulation of pe- 


riodicals devoted to our cautse. 
Lewis Tapran, W. E. Wuitrye, 
Wuuram Goopetz, James McCune Suir, 
Gerrit Smith, Grorcr Wuiper is, 
S. 8. Joceryn, FREDERICK Dove.ass. 
April 4, 1855. 
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{THE TWO MOVEMENTS — A WORD OF| 


EXPLANATION. 


WE announce, in this number of our paper, two 
distinct new movements: (1.) The formation of a 
new Abolition Society of New-York City and Vi- 
cinity ; and (2.) A call for a general rally of “ radi- 





ft 


gation of ‘radical political abolitionism’ throughout 
the country. It is hoped that funds will be liberally 
subscribed for this object. This call includes, of 
course, the members of the Liserry Parry, but is 
not confined toit. That party, as a political party, 
very naturally and necessarily defines its position on 
other topics besides the abolition of slavery, though 
making that measure paramount. But, at the pre- 
sent moment, there is an increasing number of 
converts to its anti-slavery platform, including’ its 
view of the Constitution, but who are not prepared 
to adopt all its other measures, This Convention 
will afford an opportunity for a gathering, and for 
at least a temporary codperation of all-“ radical 
political abolitionists,” who hold to the power and 
duty of the Federal Government to abolish slavery 
in the States. Much needs to be done, at the pre- 
sent crisis, to diffuse correct information, and to pro- 
pagate sound views on that particular point. No 
other political topic—no other phase of the slavery 
question, just at this moment, so imperatively re- 
quires immediate attention, and partly because it 
has been for six or seven years past, so adroitly and 
so disastrously thrust into the back-ground, inviting 
the aggressions of the Slavocracy, now felt and wit- 
nessed. Hence, the call,in this form, for a radical poli- 
tical abolition Convention. No one will be required 
to commit himself to the Liberty party, as a condition 
of codperation in this Convention. Some, who sign _ 
the call, are not thuscommitted. There is an under- 
current of radical political abolitionism, preparing to 
manifest itself in some form, as it best may, whether 
by coming into the present Liberty party, we can 
not tell. Its development and growth is the present 
problem—hence the Convention. 

The “ Abolition Society” is not a political party, 
though it teaches the true grounds and methods of 
| political action. It touches no subject but slavery, 
but it has to do with the moral, religious, and eccle- 
siastical bearings of the question, and can act more 
efficiently than any political party could do, in cer- 
tain directions. ; 

More good, we trust, will be accomplished, by 
each and all of these movements, than could be 
well expected from either one of them singly. 








WHO GOES FOR ABOLITION ! 





Ir is.the abolition of slavery that we are speaking 
of; and to prevent mistakes, we will define the 
meaning of the phrase. The abolition of slavery 


/is an act of the government, forbidding and sup- 


pressing the practice of slaveholding. This is com- 
monly done by the legislative power, but sometimes, 





4 (as in England and in Massachusetts,) by a judicial 


| decision. We have instances of the legislative 
| abolition of slavery ‘in New-York, Pennsylvania, 
‘and other States, and in the act of the British Par- 
_liament, abolishing slavery in the British West- 
‘Indies. But there is no instance of the abolition of 


slavery without some action of civil government for 
its suppression. 


This definition of the phrase, “ abolition of slave- 
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ry,” accords with the common use of it. When 
people speak of the abolition of slavery in England, 
in Massachusetts, in New-York, in Pennsylvania, 
and in the British West-Indies, this is what they 
mean by it. It is common to celebrate the first of 
August as-the anniversary of the abolition of slavery 
in the British West-Indies, which was an act of the 
British Government taking effect on that day. On 
one of these occasions, Mr. Garrison delivered an 
admirable oration, in which the glorious act of the 
British Parliament was appropriately and eloquently 
commemorated. 

Who, then, goes for the abolition of slavery ? 

Remember! The mere emancipation of slaves 
by their masters, is not the abolition of slavery. If 
all the slaveholders in the United States should 
emancipate all their slaves to-morrow, that would 
not be the abolition of slavery. The same persons 
or others might import or purchase other slaves and 
resume the practice, because slavery would not have 
been abolished by their having emancipated their 
slaves: we know of no State or nation in which 
slavery was terminated by the mere emancipation 
of slaves voluntarily, by their masters. 

Who, then, goes for the abolition of American 
slavery, by the government ? 

We do. “And some others do. 
and who are they ? 

If the mere emancipation of the slaves now in 
bondage would not be the abolition of slavery, s¢il/ 
less would a “ dissolution of the Union” be the abo- 
lition ot slavery. It would not even be the eman- 
cipation of the slaves. 


But how many, 


SUBSTITUTES FOR ABOQLITION, 


Many expedients have been resorted to, by poli- 
ticians and others, as substitutes for the abolition of 
slavery. Let us look at some of them. 

1. The abolition of the siave-rrape has been 
advocated, instead of the abolition of slavery. This 
experiment has been tried, and has proved a failure. 
So far from killing slavery, by abolishing the slave- 
trade, the slave-trade itself has never been abolished, 
except on paper. And it is now openly and boldly 
proposed to reépen again the African slave-trade, 
under authority of government. 

2. “ Colonizatior’”’ has been proposed as a sub- 
stitute for the abolition of slavery. This, too, has 
proved a failure. It neither abolishes slavery, nor 
answers the purposes of abolition. 

3. “ Non-extension” has been proposed as a sub- 
stitute for abolition. This, too, proves a failure. 
The patient refuses, in most cases, to take the medi- 
cine. And if taken, it would not effect a cure. 
Slavery in the West-India islands had no room to 
extend itself, but its being pent up did nothing 
towards curing it—any more than sin and Satan are 
cured by being pent up in the pit of perdition. 
. “Non-extension” tactics are extending slavery into 
* Kansas and Nebraska, and threaten to extend it all 
over the country. 

4, “Moral Suasion” and “ emancipation” have 
been proposed as substitutes for abolition—another 
medicine that won’t go down the throats of slave- 
holders any more than of rumsellers, without a little 
“legal suasion” to back it. We should like to per- 
suade all the burglars, robbers, and bandits to quit 
their bad business—but since they wiil not, we be- 
lieve in laws to compel them. What else, and who 
else was “the law made for,” but “for murderers, 
man-stealers,” etc. ? 

5. A dissolution of the Union is proposed as a 
substitute for abolition—one of the most evasive— 
one of the least effective—least appropriate—~of all 


the substitutes that have been proposed. It is the 
last dodge, and the greatest, of the whole series. 
It gives up all that had been proposed by the others. 
It neither proposes the abolition of slavery nor of 
the slave-trade! It holds out no prospects of relief, 
not even to here and there a solitary individual, of 


escaping from American slavery, by a transportation 


to Africa. It gives up “non-extension” except for 
the seceding States, and turns the demon of slavery 
loose, to roam at large—to annex Cuba, Mexico, and 
all Central America, if it can and if it pleases. It 
cuts the sinews of “moral suasion” by shutting the 
door of communication with the slaveholders, and 
by easing the Northern conscience with the fallacy 
that we can relieve ourselves from responsibility for 
slavery by deserting the slave to his fate, after hav- 


ing riveted his fetters ! 
Such are some of the substitutes for ABOLI- 


TION ! Reader, what do you think of them? Is 
it best to give up abolition in favor of any one, two, 
three, or all of them? We think not. “Thus saith 
the Lord: Execute judgment in-the morning,” (that 
is, early, timely,) “ and DELIVER him that is spoiled 
OUT or tHE Hanp of the oppressor, lest my fury 
go out, and burn like fire, that none can quench it, 
because of the evil of your doings.” (Jer. 21: 12.) 

“Who is on the Lord’s side?” Who goes for 
abolition ? 

aE i: 
RESPONSES—“SHALL THERE 
BE A: RALLY” 





In reply to the appeal in our last number, we 
have received several affirmative answers, of which 
the following are specimens. , 

From a minister in Massachusetts : 


“ Hopkinton, March 17, 1855, 
“In your last Jubilee you say: ‘Shall there be a rally 
for the abolition of slavery by the American Government ?’ 
and call for a reply. . 
“Tt is what I have been wishing to see. We have no 
organization for the purpose, in which the friends of eman- 
cipation can act in concert. Liberty, it eeems to me, is not 
safe without such an organization. It can find no place 

where to rest its foot without such an ark. 
“ Yours truly, J. OC. Wessren.” 


From a physician in Massachusetts : 


° , March 19, 1855. 
“Mr. Goopett: Dzar Sire: I have perused attentively 
every number of your little paper, and wish to say for your 
encouragement, that to me it has been like the voice of one 
of the old prophets.” 





After some farther and perhaps extravagant cum- 
mendation of our little Jubilee, the writer proceeds: 


“In your March number you ask: ‘Shall there b2 a 
rally? For one, I wish to say, Yes, Let us rally, and 
take the name ‘so hateful to our enemies. Let us be the 
‘Abolition Party, our motto, ‘Delenda est’ servitudo; and in 
this warfare let no quarter be asked or given, The name 
‘Liberty Party’ hardly seems strong enough. Many men 
talk about ‘liberty. Southern slaveholders, even, make 
glorious speeches about it. But there are few, except genu- 
ine anti-slavery men, who like to be called ‘A bolitionists.’ 

“TI perceive, by one of your late numbers, you received 
kindly a ‘word of encouragement’ from a minister, Please 
accept the above sincere expression of feeling from 

“A Paysroran.” 


From a minister in Vermont—one of the Conven- 
tion at Albany that formed the Liberty party in 
1840: 


“Bro. Goopgtt: In answer to your question, ‘Shall 
there be a rally?’ etc,, I answer, Yes, yes, YES. With all 
my heart I say, Rally, natty, RALLY. Rally, old and 
young; rally, male and female ; rally, farmers and mecha- 
nics; rally, speakers and hearers; rally, ministers and 
statesmen ; rally, capitalists and laborers; rally, tradesmen 





and manufacturers; rally, heaven and earth; relly one, rally 


all. Rally against slavery and ignoble nobility ; rally against 
caste and prejudice; rally against injustice and oppression ; 
rally against political sin and servile cowardice; rally 
against the demonocracy and demidevilism of the pro-slavery 
parties ; rally for the Constitution, rightly understood, and 
the higher law, as the Bible and all good conscience teaches. 
Your proposal meets my mind ‘zactly’ For years I have 
thought more and more of trying to start (if possible) a 
liberty union of all practical immediate emancipationists, on 
moral principle and equal rights. Your one idea of a poli- 
tical jubilee, and a rally in favor of the proper means to 
compass the end, puts new life into me, and almost makes 
me young again, and strings up my nerves, so that I could 
walk to Albany again (if nothing special prevented) as I 
did in 1840. Bensamin Spaw.” 


+0 @ @- 


ENCOURAGEMENTS! 





Amona these, we reckon many things that some 
regard in the light of discouragements. 

We count it ground for encouragement that the 
infamous “ Missouri Compromise” is dead and 
buried, beyond the hope of a resurrection; that, 
with it, all past “compromises” with slavery are 
annulled, and even the pretended “ Compromises of 
the Constitution” brought under a searching review, 
that can not fail to explode and repudiate them. 
We count it ground for encouragement that the 
worthless and senseless expedients of the last six or 
eight years have signally failed, that the leaders of 
those visionary enterprises are, for the most part, dis- 
couraged, and that the masses of their adherents are 
either putting themselves into a-position to learn 
something, to know something, and to do something, 
or else are becoming honest enough to confess them- 
selves “ know-nothings” and do-nothings. We count 
it ground of encouragement that abolitionists have 
been compelled to become less self-confident, self- 
sufficient, and mutually self-glorifying and self-lau- 
datory—less proud of their prominent leaders, and 
less buoyant in their expectations of success from the 





codperation of great men, and from following the 
dictates of the wisdom of this world, which is fool- 
ishness with God. They seem now shut up to the 
one straightforward and narrow course that holy 
truth and uncompromising moral principle mark 
out forthem. They are now in a position to prize 
and value the simplicity of the true wisdom that 
cometh from above—the honor that cometh from 
God only—to withdraw their confidence from 
scheming politicians—to cease running after popu- 
lar leaders—to dread entangling and forever-shifting 
and fruitless alliances—to cease from trusting in 
themselves and one another, and place their sole re- 
liance on God, and upon his, truth—his command- 
ments—his approbation—his favor—his assistance. 
All they need is the grace to do this—and their 
triumph is then as certain as the stability of the Di- 
vine throne—the success of the divine purpose and 
scheme of human elevation and redemption, through 
the Messiah. 


_+-- <4 21@-e > —— 


ONE MAN IN A TOWN. 





‘Wuew we labored in the temperance cause as 
editor of the ational Philanthropist (Boston) and 
the Genius of Temperance, (New-York,) many years 
ago, it was a standing motto and maxim with us, 
that the cause of radical temperance needed but 
“one man in a town ;” atrueman; a whole-hearted, 
whole -souled, determined, self-denying, resolute, 
working and praying man, to carry the cause suc- 
cessfully, with God’s blessing, to a successful issue. 
And so it commonly proved. Sometimes it was a 
minister, a physician, or a lawyer. Very frequently 





it was a farmer, a mechanic, or laboring man, some- 
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times a very obscure man, of Ww nine his neighbors 
would say: “ He is a man of »o influence ; it isa 
pity the cause should be injured wv, ‘us putting him- 
self forward so much !” Such a man would distri- 
bute tracts, obtain subscribers for papers, get sig- 
natures to the temperance pledge, and ca 
break up all the groggeries in town before it was 

thought that “the time had come to form a Tem- | 
perance Society.” Reader! This is what the | 
sause of radical abolitionism needs now. Deter- | 
mine to be yourself such a man, with or without 
helpers, and you will find yourself a “man of influ- 
ence” before you are aware of it. 


——— + 2 «@> om »>—_— 


TO THE PATRONS OF THE “JUBILEE.” 


Tus number completes the year for which you 
paid in advance. 

Its publication has been delayed bey rond the ac- 
customed time, for the purpose of presenting you 

with the important documents connected with the 
NEW RALLY, now making for a HIGHER STAND- 
AkD of political effort against slavery. The move- 
ment could not sooner be matured. And until 
completed we could not determine precisely what 
announcement should be made in reference to the 
future publication of the paper. Tence the delay. 

We are now prepared, (on consultation with pro- 
minent friends of the cause, in the City and State 
of New-York,) to make a public statement of our 
plans and prospects. 

fae Tur Junie will be suspended until after 
thé Convention at Syracuse, the last week in June. 
The first number of the second volume, therefore, 
will not be issued until some time in July. It is 
confidently hoped that, at that Convention, efficient 
measures may be taken, not merely to sustain the 
paper, but to extend its circulation, from its present 
rate of about 2000, to at least 10,000 monthly. 

With your help, kind friends, the thing can easily 
be done. It seems a waste of the Editor’s time, and 
of the expense of type-setting, rents, etc., to issue 
only two thousand sheets, when, with only a little 
additional exertion, on the part of the friends of the 
cause, we might, at no great additional expense, is- 
sue ten thousand. The pecuniary economy, though 
important and even vital to the permanency of the 
publication, is not so important as the moral 
economy of increasing its influence five-fold. 

You will see, then, a good and sufficient reason 
for the suspension, as well as for a vigorous effort, 
on your part, in the mean time, to procure a much 
greater number of subscribers. 

Please lose no time in commencing the effort, 
and let us know the result, and be supplied with 
the list of names and the necessary funds, as early 
at least as the first day of July, so that we may 
know how many papers to have printed. 

Sta Payments, as before, in advance. 


S#@ Should there be any unexpected hindrance 
to the publication of the paper, (which we hope will 
not occur,) the moneys sent will be faithfully re- 
turned. 

If the views we advocate are worth any thing, 
they are worth an effort and an expenditure bearing 
some proportion to the magnitude of the object. 
And in determining the amount of individual outlay, 
whether in money or labor, it is necessary to take 
into the estimate the small number of those who, 


at present, are properly aware of the importance of 
the enterprise. In a year or two, we trust the num- 


ber of “ radical pe pears will be » greatly in- 


CONFESSION OF SENATOR CHASE. 

S. P. Cuasz, of Ohio, whom we all love and 
honor, is known to have been one of the six or seven 
leaders, in the Liberty party, who led off the slide 
into the Free-Soil party, in 1848. A year or two} 
‘ago, he said to us, of his own accord, and without 
making any privacy of it (as others were present) 
| that he now considered that measure a great mis- 
| take—and that the Liberty party, if it had not been 
deserted, would, by that time, have been more nu- 
merous and more efficient than the Free-Soil party. 
He laid the blame chiefly on the defection of a large 
portion of the Free-Soil party of New-York—to the 
“ Barnburners.” We asked him whether the Free 
Soilers.of Massachusetts and Ohio, playing fast-and- 
loose with the old parties, by temporary local coiili- 
tions, were doing any better. He thought they 
were. We differed from him. We know not what 
he would say now;—wlien the defection to the 
“Know-Nothings” is greater than that to the 
Barnburners, The first error lay in deserting the 








political and social current, on both sides of the Atlantic, was favor- 


Liberty party. Mr. Chase, no doubt, owed his 
Senatorship to that policy. And the result may be 
his election to the Governorship of Ohio. But he 
frankly confessed to us, of his own accord, that the 
cause would have been better subserved by remain- 
ing in the old Liberty party. It was an honest 
testimony, and ought not to be lost upon abolition- 
ists, 


oe 2 3 Br tae 


COME FROM THE FAR WEST AND EAST 
TO THE RALLY AT SYRACUSE! 





We know there are “ radical political abolitionists” 
down East, and large numbers of them in the far 
West ; in Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Illinois, 
as well as in Indiana and Ohio. We hope to see 
many of them at Syracuse. Come to the rescue! 
Come ! 


——_1-~9 «@ > @ »>-—_—_ 


(3§> Enitors will confer a favor by copying the 
documents published in this number, particularly 
the call for a Convention at Syracuse, and the Con- 
stitution of the Abolition Society of New-York City 
and Vicinity ;—also our notice “To the patrons of 
The Jubilee.” 
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THE DEMOCRACY OF CHRISTIANITY, &o, co. 
In 2 vols. 12mo, pp, 871. Price, $1.50. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 

(From B. P. Aypg.orre, D.D., late President of Woodward College, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and Professor of Moral and Political Philoso- 
phy in the same. Published in the Cincinnati Gazette.) 

“THe Democracy or CHRIsTiIANITY.—An able and original work. 
Itis easy to see that the great law of the Bible, ‘ Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself,’ forbids all oppression, guards the inalienable 
rights of man, and must, therefore, if impartially carried out, estab- 
lish popular governments everywhere. But our author, in a style 
very easy and forcible, and with an eminently Christian spirit, 
shows that this great law of the Bible was once embodied by Divine 
authority in a written constitution—that given to God’s ancient peo- 
ple, Israel. He examines this constitution very carefully, and shows 
that both in its provisions and its practical werking, it was the 
purest demoeraey that the world ever witnessed. 

“Tocqueville had demonstrated, with rare ability, that the whole 


able to free institutions, and that republican government must ulti- 





author of the work before us, proves that the Bible is at the 
foundation of all these free movements, and that Christianity, pet: 
fectly obeyed, is itself perfect democracy. As Americans, we may 
then exultingly point not only to the wisdom of our forefathers, but 
the wisdom of God, as sustaining our political institutions, .and 
pledged to their final triumph and universal extension.” 


[Letter to the auchor from Tion. AMASA WALKER, of Massachusetts 
\ Secretary of State.) 
* Boston, Dec. 31, 1851. 

“ Dear Sir : I have long wished to see the democracy of the Bible 
presented by some able writer in its true light. Your first volume of 
the ‘Democracy of Christianity’ meets my desires fully, so far as thé 
old dispensation is concerned, and I shall wait, with much impa- 
tience, for your second volume, which, I suppose, will exhibit the 
still more striking democracy of the new. Genuine democracy I 
have for many years regarded as the offspring of Christianity ; and 
[ rejoice to see this great truth presented in the able and satisfactory 
manner you have thus far done; and should your second volume 
equal the first, (as I have no doubt it will,) I think all will agree that 
you have conferred a great benefit on the public. I am, very sia- 
cerely, yours, AMASA WALKER.” 

{From Professor Hupson, of Oberlin.] 

“The Democracy of Christianity’ is a work which.évery one 
should read. Its object is to show that the Bible is the great charter 
of democracy—that its principles and precepts, as well asthe sympa- 
hies which it cultivates, and the spirit which it breathes, are all on 
the side of freedom. The book is one of thoughts and principles ; 
and those who read it will find themselves brought face to face with 
ideas which are of world-wide application, and of fundamental im- 
portance. We may agree or disagree with the author in some of 
his conclusions ; but the general scope of the work, and the spirit 
and tone of the discussion, will commend it to all who love original 
and independent thought. T. B. HUDSON,” 


(From E. Smiru, Wesleyan Minister, Mansfield, Ohio.] 


‘“T have read this work with pleasure and profit, and regard it as a 
thorough investigation of the very important subfect of which it 
treats.” . 
{From the New-York Tribune.] 

“We have read the book through very attentively, and can bear 
testimony to its great ability, and the soundness of its principles, 
*“* * * The essay is a very able one, and well adapted, as Cob- 
bett used to say, for a THINKING people, and no fair-minded and intel- 
ligent reader can rise from a perusal of it without a higher apprecia- 
tion of the Mosaic code, and of true democratic principles.” 


{From the New-York Evangelist.) 


‘*This work appears anonymously, but it discloses qualities of 
authorship of which the writer need not be ashamed. * * * He 
strikes at the root of the business at once. He traces the democratic 
principle, as it is mingled in all God’s provisions for the Patriarchs 
and the Israelites, in the clearest manner. His analysis of the ten- 
dency and character of the Mosaic Institutes is particularly able: 
He discovers a degree of wisdom and benevolence in those provisions 
but little understood. We have never seen the political bearings 
and scope of the Mosaft law so strikingly portrayed. The present 
volume respects only the doctrines of the Old Testament. We hope 
the author will be encouraged to go on with the searching and im- 
partial examination.” 

Recommended also in the Boston Chronotype, and in many other 
periodicals. The second volume, now published, has received 
similar commendations, 

II. 


SLAVERY AND ANTI-SLAVERY. 


A History of the great Struggle in both Hemispheres, with a view of 
the Slavery-question in the United States. Pp. 606, royal 12mo 
Price, $1. 

This work is designed to embody a great amount of historical in- 
formation in a single volume, conveniently arranged for reference. 
It contains fifty chapters, on as many distinct topics, embracing the 
most important facts in the political and ecclesiastical history of the 
contest, together with an account of the anti-slavery agitation in 
England and the United States, up to the present time; the divisions 
among Americdn abolitionists, and the various measures advocated 
among them; and closing with a brief discussion of the question, 
“What ought to be done?” The book is an abstract of several yo- 
lumes, besides the anti-slavery history of the last twenty years, a 
great part of which has never before been collected into any. volume, 
but lies scattered in the newspapers of that period. The Table of 
Contents anda copious alphabetical index will facilitate a reference 
to particular facts and to dates, when desirable. : 


I. 
THE AMERICAN SLAVE-CODE, IN THEORY AND 
PRACTICE. 


Its Distinctive Features shown by its Statutes, Judicial Decisions, 
and illustrative Facts. Pp. 430. 12mo. Price 75cents. © 
{From Hon. Witu1am Jay to the Author.] .- | *--- 

“ Your analysis of the Slave-laws is very able, and your exhibi- 
tion of their practical application by the Southern courts evinces 
great andcareful research. * * * It is more easy to make than 
to refute a charge of exaggeration against a work of fiction, like Mrs. 
Stowe’s ; but your book is as impregnable against such a charge as 
‘Euclid’s Geometry,’ since, like that, it consists of propositions and 
demonstrations. The book is not only true, but it is wnquee- 
tionably true.” 


Iv. S47 0u 
AMERICAN SLAVERY A: FORMIDABLE OBSTACLE 
TO THE CONVERSION OF THE WORLD. : 
A prize Tract of 24 pages, Price, $3 per 100. 
Address WM. GOODELL, 46 Beekman street, New-York. 
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